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[ Abstract] Objective To study the current status of nursery services for children under 3 in Sichuan Province,
to analyze the problems and causes, and to provide policy recommendations for the high-quality development of nursery
services in Sichuan Province for children under the age of 3. Methods Using a combination of qualitative and
quantitative methods, we analyzed the current status of nursery services in Sichuan Province and the problems
encountered in the development of nursery services in Sichuan Province by collecting information on relevant
government policies of Sichuan and the status quo of nursery services for children under 3 in the 21 cities/prefectures of
Sichuan through policy research, interviews conducted at nursery service institutions, questionnaire surveys, and expert
panel discussions. Results  The supply of nursery services, or nursery enrollment capacity, in Sichuan Province reached 3
nursery enrollment opportunities per thousand people, with the enrollment utilization rate reaching 48.2%. Among all the
nursery service institutions in the province, 55.4% were concentrated in the Chengdu, Mianyang, and Meishan regions.
There were 1667 pilot nursery service institutions providing government-subsidized affordable nursery services and
supplying 72971 subsidized affordable enrollment opportunities, accounting for 28.7% of the total number of all nursery
service institutions and 29.1% of their total enrollment. There were a total of 37995 nursery service professionals,
including 28468 caregivers (including teachers), with an average of 6 employees per institution and 5 caregivers per
institution. 49.6% of the nursery service institutions hired healthcare workers on a part-time basis and 11.3% of them did
not have healthcare workers on their staffs. Conclusion Nursery services for children under 3 years old have developed
rapidly in Sichuan Province, but there are a number of problems, including uneven distribution of resources in different

regions, inadequate supply of government-subsidized affordable nursery services, mismatch between supply and demand,
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A W{EVEH, E-mail: zhanglin@scu.edu.cn
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insufficient utilization of services, lack of professionals, and insufficient driving force for sustainable development in the
industry. We have suggested that actions be taken to improve the policy and regulatory system for nursery services,
actively develop care facilites that are government-subsidized affordable services, integrated daycare service for all
preschool children, and integrated medical and education facilites, provide support for home care, establish an
information system for nursery services, optimize the professional training and development system, strengthen scientific

research and international exchanges on nursery services, and comprehensively promote the high-quality development of
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nursery services and the construction of a childrearing-friendly environment in Sichuan Province.
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